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�+�H�U�U�H�V�K�R�I�I�¶�V��Coquina����H-12½, Fish Class, Buzzards Bay 15, 25 & 30, Alerion/Sadie, Bar harbor 31, NY30, 40 & 50 & 
P class Joyant and others; �/���)�����+�H�U�U�H�V�K�R�I�I�¶�V��Buzzards Bay 14, Rozinante, H28, Bounty & Mobjack; �-�R�H�O���:�K�L�W�H�¶�V 
Haven 12½ & Flatfish���D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�\�O�H���+�H�V�V�H�������¶���&�X�W�W�H�U�����0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���R�W�K�H�U���E�R�D�W�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O������

�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�V�R���E�H�J�X�Q���W�R���D�F�F�X�P�X�O�D�W�H���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���6�	�6�����0���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V�����0�H�U�U�L�P�D�Q���%�R�W�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���P�D�Q�\���F�X�V�W�R�P��
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�R�R���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���W�R���E�H���O�L�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�D�W�D�O�R�J������

�,�I���\�R�X���G�R���Q�R�W���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U�����S�O�H�D�V�H���D�V�N�����:�H���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���M�X�V�W���Z�K�D�W���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G�����,�I���Q�R�W�����Z�H���F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���L�W����

�'�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q�� �3�D�U�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �3�U�L�F�H��

COQUINA�����3�D�U�W�L�D�O���/�L�V�W�����&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���O�L�V�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���E�O�R�F�N�V���L�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���U�H�T�X�H�V�W����
�6�W�H�P���+�H�D�G���I�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� �� ����������
�5�X�G�G�H�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���8�S�S�H�U�� �� ����������
�5�X�G�G�H�U���+�H�H�O���6�W�U�D�S���D�Q�G���/�R�Z�H�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �� ����������
�5�X�G�G�H�U���8�S�S�H�U���3�L�Y�R�W���6�W�U�D�S�� �� ������������
�5�X�G�G�H�U���/�R�Z�H�U���3�L�Y�R�W���V�W�U�D�S�����I�R�U�N�H�G�� �� ������������
�5�X�G�G�H�U���3�L�Y�R�W���5�R�G�� �� ������������

�+�H�U�U�H�V�K�R�I�I��12½���	��Fish,���-�R�H�O���:�K�L�W�H��Haven 12½���	��Flatfish & others���������3�D�U�W�L�D�O���O�L�V�W�L�Q�J�����3�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O���I�R�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�������ò���F�D�W�D�O�R�J����
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N�V�����I�R�U���������´���O�L�Q�H���P�D�[�������������ò���� �����������	������������ �����������3�U����
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N�V�����I�R�U���������´���O�L�Q�H���P�D�[���������)�L�V�K�����)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K�����%�X�]�]�D�U�G�V���%�D�\�����������H�W�F������ �����������	������������ �����������3�U����
�&�R�D�P�L�Q�J���&�R�U�Q�H�U���%�U�D�F�N�H�W�V�����F�R�D�P�L�Q�J���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�R�P�����������ò���	���)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K���� ���������������3�	�6���� �����������3�U����
�5�X�G�G�H�U���*�X�G�J�H�R�Q�V���	���3�L�Q�W�O�H�V�����W�Z�R���S�D�L�U���S�H�U���E�R�D�W���������ò���� �� �����������V�H�W��
�5�X�G�G�H�U���*�X�G�J�H�R�Q�V���	���3�L�Q�W�O�H�V�����W�K�U�H�H���S�D�L�U���S�H�U���E�R�D�W�����)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K���� �������������	������������ �����������V�H�W��
�2�D�U�O�R�F�N���6�R�F�N�H�W�����%�X�W�W�H�U�I�O�\���������ò�����)�L�V�K�����)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K�����%�X�]�]�D�U�G�V���%�D�\�����������$�O�H�U�L�R�Q�����H�W�F���� ���������� �����������3�U����
�2�D�U�O�R�F�N���+�R�U�Q�����‘�������´���V�K�D�Q�N���������������´���D�W���W�R�S���������������´���0�D�[�������E�R�D�W�V���D�V���D�E�R�Y�H�� ���������� �����������3�U����
�0�D�V�W���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�����+�L�Q�J�H�G���������ò�����‘���ê�´���P�D�V�W���� �����������	������������ ����������
�*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���������ò���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�� �����������������������	�������������� ����������
�*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����&�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���)�L�V�K�����%�X�]�]�D�U�G�V���%�D�\�����������)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K�����$�O�H�U�L�R�Q�����H�W�F���� �����������������������	������������ ����������
�0�D�V�W���%�D�Q�G���*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����:�D�W�F�K���+�L�O�O���������	���0�D�U�F�R�Q�L���)�L�V�K���‘�����������´���� �����������������������	������������ ����������
�/�L�I�W���2�I�I���&�D�E�L�Q���'�R�R�U���+�L�Q�J�H�V�����I�R�X�U���Q�H�H�G�H�G���S�H�U���E�R�D�W�����)�O�D�W�I�L�V�K�����%�X�]�]�D�U�G�V���%�D�\�����������H�W�F���� �����������	������������ �����������H�D����
�6�S�L�Q�Q�D�N�H�U���3�R�O�H���(�Q�G���I�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� ������������ ����������
�� �� ��

Miscellaneous Hardware 
�0�D�V�W���%�D�Q�G���*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���I�R�U�����´���G�L�D�����0�D�V�W�����%�D�Q�G�V�����N�Q�X�F�N�O�H���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�S�V���� ���������������������������������� ������������
�0�D�V�W���%�D�Q�G���*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���I�R�U�����ò�´���G�L�D�����0�D�V�W�����%�D�Q�G�V�����N�Q�X�F�N�O�H���D�Q�G���V�W�U�D�S�V���� ���������ò�������������������������� ������������
�0�D�V�W���%�D�Q�G���*�R�R�V�H�Q�H�F�N���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�L�H�V���I�R�U���U�R�X�Q�G���P�D�V�W�V�������ò�´�������ì�´�������´�������´���������ô� �́� �� �&�$�/�/��
�7�L�O�O�H�U���6�R�F�N�H�W�����U�L�J�L�G�����I�R�U���‘���ó�´���5�X�G�G�H�U���6�W�R�F�N�����%�%�������	�����������$�O�H�U�L�R�Q�����6���%�R�D�W�����H�W�F���� ���������� ����������
�7�L�O�O�H�U���6�R�F�N�H�W�����U�L�J�L�G�����I�R�U���‘���ò�´���5�X�G�G�H�U���6�W�R�F�N�����1�<�������D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�� ���������� ������������
�7�L�O�O�H�U���6�R�F�N�H�W�����U�L�J�L�G�����I�R�U���‘���ë�´���5�X�G�G�H�U���6�W�R�F�N�����%�%�������D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�� ���������� ������������
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N�V�����6���%�R�D�W�����R�W�K�H�U���E�R�D�W�V���W�R�������¶�������´���O�L�Q�H���P�D�[������ �������������	�������������� �����������3�U����
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N�V�����%�%���������)�L�V�K�����$�O�H�U�L�R�Q�����R�W�K�H�U���E�R�D�W�V���W�R�������¶���������������´���O�L�Q�H���P�D�[���� �����������	������������ �����������3�U����
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N�V�����1�<���������%�%���������1�H�Z�S�R�U�W�����������R�W�K�H�U���E�R�D�W�V���W�R�������¶���������������´���O�L�Q�H���P�D�[���� �����������	���������� �������������3�U����
�%�R�Z���&�K�R�F�N���V�H�W���I�R�U���5�R�]�L�Q�D�Q�W�H�����V�H�W���������E�R�Z���	�������V�W�H�U�Q������
�0�D�V�W�H�U�H�G���I�U�R�P���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���/���)�����+�H�U�U�H�V�K�R�I�I���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V����
���0�D�\���E�H���X�V�H�G���R�Q���R�W�K�H�U���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V���W�R���������I�H�H�W������
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�4�X�D�U�W�H�U���&�K�R�F�N���I�R�U�������������´���W�R�H���U�D�L�O�������´���G�L�D�����O�L�Q�H���P�D�[���� ���������� �����������3�U����
�4�X�D�U�W�H�U���&�K�R�F�N���I�R�U���1�<���������1�H�Z�S�R�U�W�����������D�Q�G���E�R�D�W�V���W�R�������¶�� ���������� �����������3�U����
�3�R�U�W���/�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���6�F�U�H�Z���L�Q�����´���'�L�D�P�H�W�H�U���3�O�D�W�H���J�O�D�V�V���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�������ó�´���2���'������ ���������������������ò�� ������������
�&�K�D�L�Q���3�L�S�H���I�R�U���������´���W�R�����������´���&�K�D�L�Q�� ���������� ����������
�2�D�U�O�R�F�N�����5�R�X�Q�G�������������´���,���'�������������´���6�K�D�Q�N�������´���H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �-�0�5�������������� �������������3�U����
�� �� ��

Our Guarantee 
�(�Y�H�U�\�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�� �Z�H�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�� �L�V�� �L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�� �G�H�I�H�F�W�V���� �X�Q�L�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F�� �T�X�D�O�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �P�D�G�H��
�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���R�Z�Q�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���X�V�H�G�����Q�R�Q�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\�����I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���D�Q�G���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�\���F�D�U�H�G��
�I�R�U�����,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���D���S�U�R�E�O�H�P, we want to know about it!���$�O�O���Z�H���D�V�N���L�V���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���U�H�W�X�U�Q���L�W���W�R���X�V���D�Q�G���W�H�O�O���X�V���Z�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�H�G�����7�R���D�V�V�X�U�H���O�R�Q�J���O�L�I�H�����N�H�H�S���E�D�O�O��
�E�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V�� �F�O�H�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �I�U�H�H�� �I�U�R�P���G�X�V�W�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �V�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� ���W�D�S�H�� �X�S�� �R�U�� �U�H�P�R�Y�H������ �J�U�L�W���� �D�Q�G�� �R�L�O���� �5�L�Q�V�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �I�U�H�V�K�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���� �5�H�W�X�U�Q�� �3�R�O�L�F�\����
�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���S�R�V�W���S�D�L�G���L�Q���X�Q�X�V�H�G���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���V�L�[���Z�H�H�N�V���R�I���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�����W�K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U���S�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O�����Z�H���W�U�\���W�R���E�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H����

Bottom Line ~ If you're not happy, we're not happy! 
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385 Thompson St . ,  Hal i fax ,  MA 02338  ~ Phone, 781-925-3312  
E-mail;  Sales@BronzeBlocks.com Web Site; www.BronzeBlocks.com 
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Merriman Latching Cheek Snatch (Foot) Block 
Made from an original Merriman Pattern, Fig. 655. These quick-open, positive-lock rail-mount 
snatch blocks lead Genoa, and spinnaker sheets and guys fair to winches. The dry lubricated 
Lubrite (bronze and graphite) sheave bushing works best when loads are heavy. The stud cast onto 
the block's base both carries the end of the sheave pin and distributes load, over a large surface 
area, into the deck structure. Size #3 is for 1/2" rope. The base is machined for six #14 wood screws 
or 1/4" Machine screws. Length is 5” width is 2 1/4".         (Other sizes available)   
    $920  

Merriman Goosenecks       
for Rectangular Masts 

Duplicating original Merriman Parts Fig. 413B 
size #2 & #3. For Sail areas from 150 to 500 Sq. 

ft. 

413B  #2, to 300 sq. ft. 
Boom tangs 2” tapered to 1 5/8” forward 

Mast plate width 2” 
$799 

413B  #3, to 500 sq. ft.   
Boom tangs 2 ½” tapered to 2” forward 

Mast Plate 2 ¼” wide 
$1110 

Cast Bronze Sail Slides 
1 1/8" Track  $58 

1 1/4" Track  $75 

1 1/2" Track  $109 



J.M. REINECK & SON              
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Reproduction Merriman Cleats 
Standard finish is bright bronze.  

Available in Aluminum on special order. 
 

                              TRU-FORM CLEATS     Merriman Fig. 400 
(Sizes 8, 10½ & 12 can be made hollow at additional cost) 

Length Pattern No. Rope Size Weight (lb.) Fastening Price 
4” 1135 ¼” .3 No. 10 $99 
5”  5/16” or 3/8” .7 No. 10 $118 
6”  3/8” or 7/16” 1.0 No. 14 $153 
7” 1122 7/16” or 1/2” 1.2 No. 16 $221 
8” 1133 1/2” or 9/16” 3.2  (1.7) No. 18 $329 

10½"  5/8" or 3/4" 6.6  (3.3) 7/16" $393 
12"  3/4" or 7/8" 8.8  (4.4) 1/2" $748 

 

                           MOORING  & MAST CLEATS   Merriman Fig. 514  
 

Length Pattern No. Rope Size Weight (lb.) Fastening Price 
5” 1045 5/16” or 3/8” .4 No. 10 $113 
6”  3/8” or 7/16” .6 No. 14 $145 
7”  7/16” or 1/2” 1.2 No. 16 $212 
8”  1/2” or 9/16” 1.6 No. 18 or 3/8” Bolt $299 

             
                                 SPAR CLEATS             Merriman Fig. 400B  

 
Length Pattern No. Rope Size Weight (lb.) Fastening Price 
2 3/4” M 400 B-2 3/16””  .15 No. 8 $58 
3 1/4” M 400 B-3 1/4” .2 No. 10 $69 

4” 1113 5/16” .25 No. 10 $89 
5”  3/8” .4 No. 10 $108 

 

                                 TOE JAM CLEATS      Merriman Fig. 498 
 

Length Pattern No. Rope Size Weight (lb.) Fastening Price 
4” 1005 1/4” OR 5/16” .2 No. 10 $86 

 

                                 JAM CLEATS               Merriman Fig. 522  
 

Length Pattern No. Rope Size Weight (lb.) Fastening Price 
3” 1002 1/4” .15 No. 10 $69 
4” 1003 5/16” .3 No. 10 $92 
5” 1004 3/8” .5 No. 14 $121 
5” 1006 7/16” .7 Four No. 14s $155 
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3D modeling for rapid production by 
investment casting or CNC machining 

 

The 3D model of the bowsprit cone for NY40, 
Marilee. The pattern for investment casting was 3D 
printed directly from this model. 

Above parts were made using custom wood patterns, sand-cast and machined, from engineering and 
design to delivery in Finland in four weeks. This process allows for very quick turnaround. 

Herreshoff Halyard Winches 
 

These two winches were used for halyard winches on the 
Herreshoff S Boats, Fish Class, Watch Hill 15 footers, 
Sonder Class and many others. They are light, simple, 
durable and easily maintained. They include a bronze crank 
with a cheery grip. These are standard products of ours. 
 
 

For size comparison, the coin is a US 25¢ piece. 
  

Custom engineering and design 
  

Below is a martingale spike, socket and inner 
bobstay plate we engineered and designed for 
the 57' LF Herreshoff ketch, Catriona/Bounty. 

Recirculating Ball Bearing Traveler Car, machined 
directly from the 3D model from solid bronze bar 
stock for a Concordia Yawl main sheet. 
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Classic Bronze  
Yacht Blocks  
from J.M.  
Reineck & Son 
Review by Maynard Bray 

With the revival of traditional wooden boats, especially new 
sailboats built to old designs, there’s been a corresponding 
slow but steady increase in the demand for appropriate 
bronze hardware. By working the grapevine or making their 
own patterns, builders and restorers have been able to satisfy 
most of their hardware needs -- with the single exception of 
good bronze blocks. Unless one had a metal-turning lathe and 
was adept at using it, the machining, assembly and finishing 
were beyond the average boatbuilder. And because almost 
any sailboat requires a variety of end connections such as 
front and side shackles, hooks and eyes, beckets and straps, 
there was no practical way people whose primary occupation 
was building new boats, or fixing up old ones, could take the 
time to make their own bronze blocks. 

Happily, that sad state of affairs has begun to change, 
thanks largely to Jim Reineck. As owner of a turn-of-the-
century Herreshoff-built Buzzards Bay 15, Jim searched in 
vain for proper replacements for the boat’s worn-out blocks, 
and during the quest discovered that other folks, too, were in 
much the same predicament. He believed he’d discovered a 
market, and decided he and his wife, Mary, would go into the 
business of producing bronze blocks to Herreshoff drawings 
and, just as important, to Herreshoff standards of 
workmanship. Based on the samples I’ve seen, he’ssucceeded 
in meeting and has perhaps even exceeded those standards. 

You can tell at a glance how carefully these blocks have 
been made. The machining is precise, and they haven’t been 
overzealously polished (a mistake which can seriously thin-
down load-carrying areas). But Jim has given his blocks an 
important new twist: He’s fitted each one with ball bearings. 
This has the immediate benefit of reducing friction and, in 
the long run, cuts down the inevitable wear that always 
occurs when a sheave rotates directly on a pin, bronze-to-
bronze. And they’ll never squeak. In fact, these blocks carry 
a lifetime guarantee. 

 
 

You can tell at a glance 
how carefully these blocks 

have been made. 
 

Jim will furnish a variety of end connections, built to the 
same configuration as the originals. There are flat and 
concaved flange eyes for deck and round spars; hooks to be 
moused in place with marline; traveler links; shackles that 
can be used for both front and side mountings; span hooks 
for peak halyard bridles; and offset straps for attaching the 
throat halyard block to a round mast. Since all these 
connections are relatively inconspicuous and because the 
castings themselves are quite smooth, Jim has decided not to 
polish them, and to pass the resulting savings on to the 
customers. The shell and the sheaves, however, gleam like 
jewelry. 

For the bearings, Jim uses 36 Delrin balls running in two 
rows. The sheave itself serves as the outer race; the inner race 
and the end caps are of Delrin. Because the Delrin parts are 
completely hidden, they don’t detract at all from the 
appearance of the finished blocks; they look exactly like the 
originals; but the sheaves spin smoothly and almost silently, 
and will continue spinning effortlessly for years without 
lubrication. If you’re committed to 100% authenticity, 
however, the blocks can be ordered with plain bearings. 

At this writing, there’s a line of 7/16” blocks for 3/8” rope 
-- the size Jim needed for his Buzzards Bay 15 and, 
fortunately for me, the size of AÏDA’s deck-mounted mizzen 
sheet block. The new Buzzards Bay 15s being built by 
Bullhouse Boatworks (WoodenBoat 124) are being fitted 
with them as well, as is the first Flatfish (Joel White’s 
centerboard version of the Herreshoff Fish class) being built 
by Joe Youcha of the Alexandria Seaport Foundation. Jim 
Reineck forecasted that by the time this magazine is printed, 
a line of 3/8” blocks for 5/16” rope, would be available. Next 
will be added blocks for 7/16” rope, and from there, who 
knows? As one who has long admired the designs of all 
things Herreshoff, I'm delighted that Jim Reineck is in the 
business of building appropriate reproductions of the most 
beautiful small blocks I have ever seen. 
Maynard Bray is a contributing editor for WoodenBoat magazine 
J .M.  Re ineck  & Son ,  9  Wi l l ow St . ,  Hul l ,  MA 02045 -1121;  
781-925-3312; JMRandSon@aol.com. The basic 7/16” block (for 3/8”-
diameter rope) is priced at $40. To this must be added the cost of 
the end connection you select-- an average cost of $15. 

 


